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What a small world!

While visiting one of the villages that benefited from his successful
pirogue program, Matt Pokrywka came across this University of
Maine at Farmington t-shirt. How cool is that?

Be sure to read the latest installment of "From Matt in Mali" in this
issue.

An Interview With Shirley Wright
(The new superintendent of MSAD #41)

BY BILL SAWTELL

Bill Sawtell: What is the most significant difference between being a
principal and being a superintendent?

Shirley Wright: I would have to say that the biggest difference
between being a principal and a superintendent is the time spent with
students. As a principal, much of my day was spent with children. I
observed them in class, put on Band-Aids, called their parents when
they were sick, and settled many disputes. When I'm in the
Superintendent's Office, I don't see many students. I have to get out in
the schools to see and talk to them.

The pace of a superintendent is also much faster and the topics are
more diverse. Just today I spoke with 4 parents about 4 different
issues, K-12; I met with contractors about our heating systems; I met
with representatives from two different state agencies; I met with the
bookkeeper over an hour. Now, I'm back tonight for a board meeting.
A superintendent has to have a solid general knowledge of many
things.

Sawtell: Is our budget in good shape?

Wright: Our budget is in very good shape. However, we need to pay
very close attention to the new Essential Programs and Services
(EPS) funding at the state level. This formula is based on numbers of
children and our schools, overall, are smaller. Small schools still need
to have adequate services.

Sawtell: What areas would you like to see strengthened?

Wright: I would like to see communication between schools, parents,
the school board, the community, and other stakeholders.

Sawtell: What are some of your goals as superintendent?

Wright: My goals for year one are these: 
-       Guide the school board in fiscal policy and budgetary
development, interpretation, and implementation. 
-       Increase communication to all stakeholders. 
-       Provide positive leadership to make sure that MSAD#41's
curriculum meets all requirements handed down by the Department of
Education. 
-       Lead and motivate all stakeholders toward the attainment of the
best possible school system for MSAD#41.

Sawtell: How long have you wanted to be superintendent?

Wright: I completed all necessary coursework and an internship to
become a superintendent in 2003. I knew I would be eventually do
this job at some point in my career, but was not in a hurry. It seemed
the right time to apply and accept the position now.

Sawtell: Do you favor consolidation?

Wright: I do not favor consolidation. I don't think that larger schools
are better for our children and Maine is too large--especially rural
Maine--to transport children long distances.

Sawtell: What changes, if any, do you plan on implementing or
effecting?

Wright: I don't see the need to make any big changes. I do, however,
want to improve communication at all levels. MSAD#41 is the best
school system that I have ever worked in. I would like everyone to
agree with me!

Sawtell: What about the role of athletics?

Wright: Athletics are important to teach students to play on a team
and to keep students connected. I support athletics 110%!!

Editor's Note: Many folks were apprehensive when David Walker left
the position as Superintendent of MSAD # 41, knowing he would be
hard to replace. I know Shirley, and she is a smart, generous,
open-minded student-oriented woman. I think our area is lucky to
have her. And I would like to thank Bill for this interview. The
questions were relevant and Mrs. Wright's answers were interesting
and insightful. Good luck in your new job.
A Public Breakfast will be held at the American Legion 
Post # 92 In Brownville Junction from 7:00 Am to 10:30
Am on Saturday, January 21st, 2006. Good Food and
Good Company for All!!

Free Course Teaches Business Basics

Dover-Foxcroft - Penquis Community Action Program is offering a
free Incubator Without Walls small business course. Classes will be
held from 6:00 - 9:00 pm in our Dover-Foxcroft Office, every other
week for ten classes starting January 31, 2006.

The Incubator Without Walls Program helps individuals start and
expand businesses with five or fewer employees. The course stresses
that good management, effective marketing and financial controls
lead to increased profits, and that business planning leads to business
growth, profits and personal satisfaction. Classes are frequently
augmented with guest speakers from the local business community,
allowing participants to network with local accountants, web
designers, bankers, insurance agents and an array of other experts.

The course and the Business Training Manual are free and open to all
interested. An application is required. Applications are available by
contacting James Macomber at the Penquis CAP IWW Program at
564-7116. Applications must be returned to Penquis CAP in
Dover-Foxcroft by Friday, January 13, 2006.
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STATEMENT OF POLICY
   Three River News is published weekly by Three Rivers Kiwanis. It is
available Tuesdays at the Milo Farmer’s Union, BJ’s Market, Graves’
Service Station, Robinson’s Fuel Mart, Reuben’s Farmer’s Market, The
Restaurant, Milo Exxon, Rite Aid, and Milo True Value. The paper can also
be viewed online at news.trcmaine.org, .Donations can be mailed to Valerie
Robertson, PO Box 81, Milo, Maine 04463.
   Letters to the editor, social news, school news, items of interest, or coming
social events may be submitted NO LATER THAN FRIDAY NOON to the 
following addresses:

Valerie Robertson
PO Box 81
Milo, Maine 04463
207.943.2324

Nancy Grant
10 Belmont St.
Milo, Maine 04463
207.943.5809

   Please drop suggestions and comments into the donation box or contact
one of us. We welcome your ideas. All opinions are those of the editors 
unless otherwise stated. We will publish no negative or controversial 
comments. The paper is written, printed, and distributed by unpaid 
volunteers. Donations are used to cover the expense of printing, paper and 
materials.

Valerie Robertson | Nancy Grant | Virgil Valente
Seth Barden | Kirby Robertson

HOW TO RECEIVE
THE THREE RIVERS NEWS BY MAIL

We have received many inquiries from readers as to how they can get the
Three Rivers News delivered to their mailbox each week. The news is
available by subscription in 30-week increments. For each 30-week
subscription we ask for a donation of $25.00 to cover the cost of printing
and mailing. If you would like to sign up to get the news delivered, send
your name, address and a check for $25.00 to one of the addresses above.

MICRO ENTERPRISE TRAINING GOES TO "NEXT LEVEL"

BANGOR - Penquis Community Action Program recently received a
$30,000 grant from The John Merck Fund to provide advanced level
training for micro enterprises in Piscataquis County. Classes will
begin in February and will be free of charge.

The "Next Level" training will go beyond the basic training provided
by the Penquis CAP Incubator Without Walls program. It is designed
to address the needs of businesses that have been operating for more
than one year, delving into the more complex issues of financial
management, marketing, customer service, hiring employees, and
expanding product lines.

Penquis CAP will also use the grant funds to present a Penquis
Region Next Level Business Conference in the fall. The conference
will offer a day of programming specific to the needs of the region's
micro entrepreneurs. The goal is to help micro enterprises in
Piscataquis County increase their profitability and sustainability.

"The Next Level training will increase the capacity of the region's
micro entrepreneurs to grow and prosper," said Jennifer Brooks,
division manager for Penquis CAP. "We are grateful to The John
Merck Fund for supporting this effort and promoting micro enterprise
development in rural Maine."

For more information on the Next Level training, call James
Macomber at 564-7116.

AREA SPORTS NEWS BY BILL SAWTELL

Penquis Boys Bomb FA

Dover Foxcroft, January 12--The Patriots limited the Ponies to just
nine points in the second half as they rolled to a 64-36 win here. The
Ponies hit on five three pointers in the first half to remain within
striking distance at that time. But it was all Patriots after that.

Kole Sevens scored 10 points, all 10 in the first half. And Nate Allen
had 10.

Orry Berce and Shane Atkins had 11 for FA.

Quarter Scores:
Penquis 21 41 56 64
FA 11 27 30 36
Officials: Corneil and Davis

Seen here are Patriots Luke Landry, Nate Allen, Russ Berry, and
Kole Stevens, who played well in the boys' win at FA on January 12.

Seen here is Patriot Alex Zwicker, who scored 18 points in the boys'
loss to Schenck at home on January 7.

Railroaders Drop First

Milo, January 13 - The PVMS Railroaders lost their first game of the
season here after a long layoff 40-28 at the hands of the
SEDOMOCHA Eagles, who broke open a close game in the fourth
period thanks to the rebounding of Ben Richardson, among other
factors.

Jake Lyford paced the home team with eight points, and Jerell
Arafein played a great all around game for Chris Cowing. Mitchell
Fadley led all scorers for the victors with 12.

SEDOMOCHA turned the ball over 35 times, Penquis 36.

Quarter Scores:
SEDO 7 18 25 40
PVMS 8 18 22 28
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Senator Collins' Weekly Column "Antarctica: My Journey to the 
Ice"

January 13, 2006

One of the most important issues of our time is global climate change,
its causes, and its effect on our planet. Earlier this month, I traveled to
Antarctica as part of a congressional delegation led by Senator John
McCain. The primary purpose of the trip was to see first-hand some
of the latest, critical climate change research taking place on the
world's coldest and least accessible continent.

Parts of Antarctica were as I had envisioned: crystal clear blue skies,
never ending tundra extending far beyond the eyes could see, unique
wildlife such as penguins that thrive in such undisturbed territories,
and cold temperatures even though my visit was in the middle of the
austral summer. But much about the continent surprised me--the
active volcano, Mount Erebus, constantly emitting steam and chunks
of rock, the utter lack of snow in the area called the Dry Valleys, and
the high altitude (10,000 feet) at the South Pole.

Despite the remoteness of this area of our earth, McMurdo Station,
the primary American research center, is home to some of the most
important research in the world related to climate change. And even
though Antarctica is 10,000 miles from Maine, there are many
individuals from our state who are playing important roles in climate
science research and in the operation of McMurdo Station.

While most of the Mainers I met are scientists, I also talked with
Mainers in supporting roles. For example at McMurdo Station, I met
Kimberly Merris, a physician who did her family practice residency
in Maine, and Jess Wagner of Lebanon, who works as a cook at the
station. At the South Pole, I ate a delicious lunch prepared by head
chef Wendy Beeler, of Bar Harbor, who spends her austral summers
in Antarctica and her boreal summers cooking at the Pot and Kettle
Club on Mount Desert Island, as well as assistant chef John Wight,
who works at the Jordan Pond House during the Maine summer. Even
our helicopter pilot had a Maine connection: his wife, Jessica Meir, is
from my hometown of Caribou. I certainly did not conduct a
scientific survey, but judging from the very small population in
Antarctica (around 1300 Americans during the summer season), I
estimate that Mainers account for more than our per capita share in
Antarctica. Perhaps our independent spirit and ability to cope with
tough weather leads so many Mainers to the end of the earth.

I am also impressed by the other Maine women who are playing key
roles in climate research. Dr. Brenda Hall, undergraduate Alice
Doughty, and graduate student Audrey Bamberg, all from the
University of Maine, are working in a camp on a remote island in the
Ross Sea. They are studying ancient seal colonies along the Antarctic
coastline. The seals typically live near the edge of the sea ice, but
today that edge is over 1000 miles away. This suggests that there
were times in the last 6000 years when there was actually far less sea
ice than there is today. I am impressed with the work they are doing
under harsh conditions, living in tents miles from the main research
center at McMurdo Station.

It is truly remarkable how much of the important climate change
research in Antarctica is being done by Mainers. University of Maine
Professor George Denton, who is the first professor at the University
to be elected to the National Academy of Sciences, has spent 30
seasons in Antarctica. He and others from the University of Maine
have mapped out the climate change history of much of the entire
Trans-Antarctic Mountain Range. They have identified very abrupt
changes in the Antarctic climate that appear to correlate with abrupt
changes in the climate of North America, and are trying to establish
the exact connection between the two. I had the opportunity to see
some of this research first-hand, and I even saw Denton Glacier and
Denton Hills, which were named after our very own Professor
Denton.

In McMurdo, I also met with Assistant Professor Mark Battle of
Bowdoin College. Mark told me about the research he is conducting
involving ice cores from the West Antarctica Ice Sheet Divide. He
and others are preparing to drill ice cores that will extend down
through nearly two miles of ice and reach back in time over 100,000
years. This ice core record is expected to provide one of the most
detailed records of the Antarctic climate ever created over this time
period.

I also visited the Clean Air Station at the South Pole. Being the
farthest place on earth from major emissions sources, the South Pole
has the cleanest air on earth, and thus provides an excellent place to
measure the background quality of the earth's air. By analyzing
carbon dioxide in ice cores, scientists have been able to create reliable
measurements of atmospheric carbon dioxide going back over
hundreds of thousands of years. The current measurements of carbon
dioxide at Clean Air Station provide a reliable comparison to see the
impact of human activity on increasing carbon dioxide concentrations
in recent years compared to the last hundreds of thousands of years.
Since carbon dioxide is the primary greenhouse gas that most
scientists believe affects temperatures, it is very important to be able
to make accurate measurements of its concentration in the
atmosphere.

One thing that continually amazed me about Antarctica is the sheer
size of the continent and its features. Antarctica is the size of the U.S.
and Mexico combined. Many of the geographic features of Antarctica
are so large that they are simply difficult to comprehend. As we drove
in a specially equipped, tracked vehicle across the Ross Ice Shelf
toward Mount Erebus, which is the world's southernmost active
volcano, the mountain never seemed to grow closer, even though we
spent nearly an hour driving towards it. Professor Battle later told me
that this was due to the clean, dry air, which makes distant objects
seem closer, the huge size of the mountain, which rises from sea level
to nearly 13,000 feet, and the lack of trees, houses, or anything else,
which might give a sense of perspective.

The very vastness of Antarctica is one of the reasons that the
continent is so important for climate research. If the West Antarctica
Ice Sheet were to collapse, for example, sea level would rise 15 feet,
flooding many coastal cities. While the ice sheet does not appear in
any imminent danger of collapsing, several years ago an iceberg the
size of Delaware unexpectedly broke off the ice sheet. We have a
long way to go to better understand how Antarctica responds to
climate change and what the impact would be on our climate.

During this trip, we also had the opportunity to visit New Zealand
briefly to view some of the climate change research performed by the
University of Maine in that country. Senators McCain, Sununu, and I
took a helicopter tour with University of Maine Professor Denton to
see how the climate is changing in New Zealand. Professor Denton
told us that 50 percent of the glaciers in New Zealand have melted
since 1860, and that this melting is unprecedented in the last 5000
years. We could clearly see the glacial moraines, where dirt and rocks
had been pushed up in piles around the glacial terminus in 1860. I
thought it was remarkable to stand in a place where some 140 years
ago I would have been covered in tens or hundreds of feet of ice, and
then to look far up the mountainside and see how distant the edge of
the ice is today.

Antarctica has a major impact on the world's climate and is one of the
most important sites in the world for learning about and
understanding climate change. With the information that I gathered, I
will advocate for more support for climate change research and for
measures to decrease greenhouse gas emissions. And I returned home
so proud to know that so many people from Maine are playing such
leading roles in this endeavor. Somehow, being greeted by a hearty
meal made by Mainers makes even the end of the earth feel not so far
from home after all.
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AREA SCHOOL NEWS

FROM BROWNVILLE

It was the perfect day for snowshoeing at Brownville Elementary
School. Mrs. Russell has started her outside winter activities. These
three 6th graders are heading out to the soccer field to snowshoe
during PE class. What a wonderful lifelong activity!

Students in Mrs. Thompson's language arts class recently read some
nonfiction books and the culminating project was to dress up as one
of the characters. Shown here are Daniel Boones, Sacajaweas and
Sam Houston.

COOK SCHOOL NEWS

Miss Edie welcomed students, staff, parents and friends to our
January 13 assembly. Miss Edie introduced Mr. Ronn Parker (father
of Billy and Cassidy) who agreed to accompany us on his guitar. Mr.
Parker led us in "Grand Old Flag" after we recited "the Pledge."

Mackenzie Thompson, Dakota Riddle and Michelle Baker were
honored as Terrific Kids. Miss Brown stated that Mackenzie has had
a very good week. She is an excellent helper in the classroom. She
listens well, follows directions and has a smile on her face each
morning. Mrs. Carter noted that Dakota was having a big day. He lost
a tooth, had a perfect spelling test and was named Terrific Kid all on
the same day. Dakota returned to the Cook School family last week.
He has done a great job fitting in and making new friends. He has his
planner signed every night and does all of his homework. Miss K.
said that Michelle is ALWAYS terrific. She arrives ready to work
each morning. She strives to do her best work every day and willingly
makes changes when needed. Michelle stays on task, has her planner
signed and completes all of her homework. Michelle is an excellent
role model.

Our Guitar Man led us in singing, "The Terrific Kid Song," "Happy
Birthday" and "The Cook School Song."

Bus awards winners: Billy P., Levi B. and Harmony P.

Birthdays: Hannah (11), Kyle (7), Levi (7), and Cassidy (8).

Mrs. Jennifer Stone (mother of Kortnie) announced that we had sold
$509 worth of raffle tickets for the cord of wood donated by Malcolm
French. The winner was Daryl Lehto. The money will go towards the
Cook School Playground fund. We thank Jennifer for spearheading
this project. Congratulations to all of our Terrific Kids and Parents.
Our Guitar Man, Ronn Parker, playing "Happy Birthday".

His Daughter Cassidy will be 8 years old tomorrow.

Cook School Terrific Kids
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Milo Free Public Library News
By Judith Macdougall

The column this week will be about books although most of them will
be Books-On-Tape, Talking Books or Audio Books. I'm not sure just
what term to use. I told you I would list our titles this week and here
they are. The books are all ready to circulate. Monica Demers worked
on Wednesday for Pam, and she and I processed them. All the books
are on audio tapes except for one that will be listed as a CD.

THE MITFORD YEARS SET by Jan Karon 
At Home in Mitford 
A Light in the Window 
These High Green Hills 
Out to Canaan 
Fendler, Donn LOST ON A MOUNTAIN IN MAINE 
Wells, Rebecca DIVINE SECRETS OF THE YAYA SISTERHOOD 
Herriott, James FAVORITE DOG STORIES 
Herriott, James ANIMAL STORIES 
Brokaw, Tom A LONG WAY FROM HOME 
Brokaw, Tom THE GREATEST GENERATION 
CHARLES KURALT'S SEASON SET including 
Autumn 
Christmas 
Spring 
Summer 
AMERICA'S QUEEN-The life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
JACKIE, ETHEL, JOAN-Women of Camelot 
Keillor, Garrison GOSPEL BIRDS AND OTHER STORIES OF
LAKE WOEBEGON 
OLD TIME RADIO CLASSICS featuring Jack Benny Dragnet and
more 
Waller, Robert James-THE BRIDGES OF MADISON COUNTY 
Album, Mitch TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE 
Greenlaw, Linda THE HUNGRY OCEAN 
AUDIO BIBLE-KING JAMES VERSION--- 
English Old Testament 
English New Testament 
Colossians/Bible messages 
Russert, Tim BIG RUSS & ME (CD)

The above titles of Books-on-tape have all been given to the library
by Mary Marks and her brothers in memory of their mother, Ruth
Youngblood. We are very pleased to have this collection, and as you
can see, there is something for everyone in this great variety. If you
have been meaning to read any of these titles but just have not had the
time, borrow one to listen to while exercising, driving or doing other
activities. Of course, they are excellent for patrons with vision
problems too. All Books-on-tape will circulate for a period of two
weeks. We are pleased to report that some have already started to
circulate. Thank you, Mary, for thinking of the library for your
mother's collection.

Another title, this time of a regular paper and bound book, arrived on
Wednesday. It is titled HERE'S TO HOOPS by Will Anderson- 100
Years of Maine High School Hoop Highlights with a foreword by
Cindy Blodgett. Basketball was invented in Springfield,
Massachusetts in 1891 and came to Bucksport, Maine in 1894. On
page 53 of this book there is a picture and write up of Milo's first
team in the season of 1906-1907. Not a single player had actually
seen a game, but the team enjoyed learning. This book has lots of
pictures and interesting text. Those interested in high school
basketball trivia will enjoy looking through it.

More income tax forms have arrived. We have The Amended US
Individual Income Tax Return, Moving Expenses, Capital Gains &
Losses, Self-Employment Tax, Supplemental Income & Loss, Net
Profit from Business and 1040, 1040A, and 1040EZ. We also have a
packet of reproducible forms too.

Library Winter Hours 
Mon.-Weds.-Fri. ---2:00-8:00 
Saturday 2:00-4:00 
Telephone 943-2612

FROM MATT IN MALI Dear everyone, I'm in Kayes for about a
17-hour stint. I just biked in this afternoon to go to the bank and will
be heading back in the morning. All has been going well and work
has been keeping me busy. We've started cementing the basketball
court, but have run out of sand because we vastly underestimated the
amounts of cement, sand, and gravel to purchase. There is still some
money left from what I raised when I was home, but that will be
finished shortly... fortunately I've been able to save some of my
money in the last year so I'll be able to cover the leftover costs.

Basketball court after the first day

A second project that I am looking to raise funds for is to aid a new
farming association that I helped form in the last few weeks. They
have named themselves "L'association de MILO", since that is the
name of my hometown. I told them that it stands for "Malians in
Logo", which is the name of our commune. As for the project, we will
be looking to raise about $900.00 to help them purchase 6 bulls, 3
plows, a storage hut for their materials, food for the bulls, and hold a
formation on accounting/inventory management. The members of the
association have agreed to contribute 25% of the total costs.

I don't have the time to go to the Western Union tomorrow, but will
be back in Kayes on Tuesday or Wednesday to see how easy or
difficult it will be to transfer money. It's possible to wire money to
my bank account, but I heard that the surcharge is pretty high, so I
need to research some other options first. I do understand that I've
also been asking for money pretty much in every email, but such is
the result of living in a poor country - to those of you that have
donated to me thus far, I couldn't even begin to thank you enough for
your contributions. With so many contributions, even just $5 helps us
out very much.

As for life outside of work, we just celebrated the Muslim holiday of
Tabaski. My friends Brett and Melissa biked to my village and we
had a really good time. The day involved much eating of sheep and
tea drinking...nothing like indulgence.

Myself, Brett, and Melissa on Tabaski (Tuesday) next to the river

Well, I am over at Brett and Melissa's house right now using their
laptop to write this email as they are preparing dinner. After dinner,
we're going to go to the local movie theater to see "Rambo
II"...fortunately one doesn't really even need to understand dubbed
French to get the gist of the movie.

I hope that this email finds you all happy and healthy. Take care and
I'll be in touch soon.

Peace and much Love, 
Matt

Picture of a young man drawing on a chalkboard to prepare one of the
teachers for a class...see what happens when there aren't any books?
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Traditions of a Milo-ite 
By Kathryn Witham

Once again our undying gratitude to Milo's wonderful volunteer
firefighters is in order. Last Saturday, shortly after I had beamed last
week's tardy column to Val through cyberspace, my husband decided
to "go build himself a fire." This fire was much like all the others that
we've had this winter....nothing done differently. However, this one
happened to catch the creosote that clings to the sides of the chimney
on fire. Unaware that there even was a fire in his chimney, my
husband was just getting the logs into the firebox on top of a nice bed
of burning kindling when my back door was thrown open and my
next door neighbor came rushing in...."looks like you've got a
chimney fire!" I told him to go down in the cellar with my husband,
who was, indeed, building a fire. Between the two of them they
looked with mirrors and determined it prudent to call the fire
department.

They called 911. Instantly, we were descended upon by a crew of
firefighters, ladder truck, police car with blue lights flashing, and a
number of onlookers. I went about my business loading the washing
machine with dirty laundry. I was in denial...embarrassed and slightly
perturbed at my husband for bringing this all on my well planned out
Saturday. After all, I had a pot of beans cooking in the oven, a pan of
yeast rolls rising, a table to set, and a batch of barbecued meatballs to
cook. We had a crowd coming for supper and I didn't have time for
chimney fires, much less a half dozen men in dirty boots trudging
through my house.

The onlookers standing on the opposite side of the street were
directing a lot of attention on the roof of my house. Why were they
looking up there with such concern? What was going on? Finally, one
of them hurried across the street to alert us that he thought he saw
smoke coming out from under the eaves. Oh my God!!! Everyone
started running upstairs....Carroll had screwed in the little trap door
that we use to get into the attic....I use the word "use" very loosely
here, because we don't actually use the attic....ever. The little trap
door hadn't been opened in years and years....since the early 80's
when the new chimney was built. It was screwed into place with what
seemed like 12 inch screws....of course they weren't 12 inches long,
but it seemed like they were that long.

I looked into my husband's eyes and saw fear. I've looked into my
husband's eyes and seen love, humor, mischief, anger,
disappointment, and sorrow. I don't remember ever before seeing
fear. The adrenaline that spread through my body at that moment is a
feeling I won't soon forget. I ran after something that would get my
husband up high enough to get those stupid screws out...running
FAST downstairs and then upstairs again...banging that step stool
every step of the way. With my heart pumping, I plunged headlong
into my bedroom, grabbing a laundry basket and emptying my
underwear drawer into the basket...quickly to his bureau to empty his
underwear into the basket....some night clothes, our pills, hair dryer
and curling iron, toothbrushes, two or three outfits of clothes and my
diamond ring and necklace.....I was ready...I had the essentials. I just
waited for the "high sign" to let me know I had to vacate my house
because it was all afire.

I've always lived in mortal fear that I would be burned out of my
home and be left with nothing to put on. How could you even get to
Wal-Mart to buy new underwear, if you didn't have any to put on to
get down there?

Underwear isn't something you can ask someone else to "pick up" for
you. You might ask if I thought to grab our birth certificates,
retirement paperwork, pocketbook, checkbook, the titles to the
vehicles, insurance information, the deed to the house and camp.
Nope, I didn't remember any of that....but by golly I had my
underwear. Not to mention the fact that I was fully clothed and
definitely had underwear on the whole time.

The upshot??? It wasn't smoke they were seeing. It was steam. We
are assuming that the frost that was built up between the chimney
liner and the cinder block chimney, escaped through a crack in the
mortar that was up above the second floor ceiling in the attic. The
attic was filling with steam and coming out the end vents....not from
under the eaves. The heat of the fire in the chimney had dried out that
particular section of mortar and it had dropped out leaving a little
slice of openness for that steam to escape.

The firemen knocked down the burning coals into the cleanout; and
after a trip or two outside later on with all the dead coals, all was
well....if you don't count the bat poop that filtered down onto the pink
rug in our spare bedroom. Whew....what a mess THAT was. I will
readily admit, however, I didn't mind a bit cleaning up that mess. It
was an easy task compared to what it might have been. We are now
faced with the mortar repair...and a way to get rid of the bats so that
filtered bat poop isn't a problem ever again. We are also
contemplating how to cover that trap door in such a way as to be able
to gain entry into the attic with a little less stress than what we were
faced with last Saturday.

A big thank you to the Milo Fire Department. We owe you, big time!
Maybe I'll make this cake and take it to one of your meetings
sometime soon.

My cousin Marilyn's Fudge Cake 
1 cup of margarine or butter 
6 Tabs. unsweetened cocoa 
1 cup water 
2 cups sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
2 cups flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
2 eggs 
1/2 cup sour cream

In a heavy saucepan, melt the margarine with the cocoa and water.
Bring this to a boil stirring. Remove from heat and stir in sugar. Add
the salt, flour and soda and beat until smooth. Beat in the eggs and
sour cream. Spread in a greased jellyroll pan and bake on 375 for 20
minutes. Cool on a wire rack and frost while still warm.

Frosting: Bring to a boil in the large saucepan 1/2 cup margarine or
butter, 1/4 cup cocoa and 6 Tabs. of milk. Remove from heat and add
1 lb box of confectionery sugar and 1 tsp. vanilla extract. You can stir
this all with a spoon, but I used my electric mixer to get out all the
lumps.

Pour over the cake, spread evenly and refrigerate or put in a cool
place to firm up the fudge frosting.

Page 6

Page 7

THREE RIVERS KIWANIS NEWS

CHILDREN: PRIORITY ONE
JANUARY 11, 2006 MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

The Milo/Brownville Three Rivers Kiwanis Club meets at The
Restaurant each Wednesday morning at 6:30 to eat breakfast, enjoy
fellowship, hear speakers on various interesting topics, and to share
ideas. All are welcome to visit with us. If you would like to join our
organization, please contact Dorothy Brown or any other Kiwanian
for an application. We are involved in many worthwhile local
projects and would be very pleased to have you participate in them.

President Chris Beres greeted twenty-one members and four guests
today. Guests today from Orono/Old Town Kiwanis interclub were
introduced by Roger Taylor; interclub consisted of Bob Gridley, Paul
Harris and Kenny LaFlamme, in addition to Roger Taylor. The flag
salute was led by Murrel Harris. Paul Grindle led us in prayer today,
asking that we do His calling and help us to do what is right, and to
be with the soldiers and their families.

Correspondence today was newsletters from Dover-Foxcroft Kiwanis
and Orono/Old Town Kiwanis Newsletter. Chris Beres read thank
you notes from HeartWise, Brownville Recreation and Pine Tree
State 4-H Foundation. Birthday greetings this week go out to Tyler
Trask celebrating the big day on Jan. 17th. Happy and Sad Dollars: A
glad dollar for support of family and friends with a big thank you,
also. Several happy dollars for a good interclub in Orono, an amazed
dollar as republicans amaze him every day, a happy dollar to be here
again, a questioning dollar for the swimmer TK, a happy dollar to
have survived the "accident" at work, (you had to be there), a happy
dollar just because, and a scary dollar for the chimney fire at
Witham's.

Reports: 
Chris Almy reported on an interclub was held at Orono on Tuesday,
Jan. 10th, with four Kiwanis member s attending. 
Key Club: Paul Grindle reported on Key Club. He advises that it is
about halfway through the basketball season, and the sale of the food
at the games is going very well.

A letter was received from the American Red Cross thanking the Key
Club for assisting at the blood drive with congratulations on attaining
their goal of fifty pints of blood.

President Beres gave a brief description and items discussed at the
Kiwanis Board Meeting held on Jan. 5th. At the Kiwanis Board
meeting the Kiwanis Library Program was discussed. Discussion of
future plans of the Library Program. Change of time or date. The
Board members agreed that the Youth Services Committee will have
a committee meeting in coming week and will take up future planning
of the Library program.

Youth Services committee chairperson, Murrel Harris, will
e-mail/call members of the Youth Services committee to arrange a
time for committee meeting in coming days. Youth Services
committee will also discuss future plans and activity of the Secret
Santa program for 2006 and will also discuss the Bike Safety
Program for April 2006.

President Beres advises that letters for dues collection are going out
this week. Dues will remain as before with payment of dues to be
paid either annually or semi annually. Board members have agreed to
change the date that the Kiwanis board members meet from the first
Thursday of the month to the second Thursday of the month, as in the
past, it has become impossible for the treasurer to prepare the
financial statement if the meeting date falls on the first of the month.
According to the by-laws there does not have to be a vote to change
the time of the board meeting.

Fund raising was discussed at the latest Kiwanis Board meeting. The
Kiwanis auction will take place on June 22-23. Items can be picked
up and stored at the same place as last year. Members are considering
plans for a Canoe Race during the 100th Anniversary celebration of
the Milo Fire Department in July.

President Beres reminded members that the Kiwanis International
Convention will be held in Montreal this year, the week of July 5th.

Our speaker for Jan 18th will be Mark Awalt.

Respectfully submitted by Dorothy Brown, secretary.

GRAMMIE McCLEARY'S WEATHER

JANUARY 1976 
16-Cloudy L snow pm. 
17-18-19-Sunny windy quite cold. 
20-Dusting of snow. 
21-Sunny am Cloudy pm. 
22-Partly sunny windy.
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IN MEMORIAM

GARVIN ELDRIDGE GRAVES

BROWNVILLE JUNCTION and VENICE, Fla. - Garvin Eldridge Graves, 78, died Jan. 3, 2006, at a Venice, Fla. hospital, after suffering a
massive stroke. He was born Nov. 18, 1927, in New Brunswick, Canada, the son of the late William Leonard and Lottie Graves. He was a
member of the American Legion, Masons, The Englewood Shrine and The Elks Club. He served more than 20 years in the U.S. Army,
receiving numerous medals including a Purple Heart. He loved fishing and being around people, especially his grandchildren. He also loved
and cherished his time at Schoodic Lake. He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Erika (Schneidergruber) Graves; three children and
their families, Harriett MacMillan and her husband, Charles, of BrownsMills, N.J., Garvin Jr. and his wife, Gail, of Springhill, Fla. and Dr.
Theresa Graves and her husband, Dr. William Cioffi, of East Greenwich, R.I.; two sisters, Gharda Rogers of Brewer and Gwynne Gendreau
of Holland, Mass.; nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. In addition to his parents he was predeceased by a brother and a sister,
William Jr. and Doreen Graves. A celebration of his life was held Jan. 8, at the Circlewoods Clubhouse, Venice, Fla. Crematory arrangements
have been entrusted to ICS Cremation Society, Cape Coral, Fla.

MABEL (SINE) WADSWORTH

BANGOR - Mabel Antoinette Sine Wadsworth, 95, died at home with dignity, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2006. She was born Oct. 14, 1910, in
Rochester, N.Y., the daughter of David Albert and Effie Maude (Harrison) Sine. Mabel graduated from Spencerport, (N.Y.) High School and
received her nursing diploma from the University Of Rochester School Of Nursing in 1931. While in training, Mabel heard of Margaret
Sanger's pioneer work in birth control and developed her own interest in helping women gain control over their reproductive lives. In 1946,
Mabel moved to Bangor and joined the Maternal Health League, a volunteer organization patterned after Sanger's work promoting
contraceptive education. Mabel's community involvement in other volunteer organizations included the League of Women Voter's and the
Eastern Maine General Hospital Auxiliary. She helped form the Abnaki Council of Girl Scouts, was instrumental in starting the first NAACP
chapter in Maine, served as the first president of the Bangor Counseling Center's board of directors and continued to serve for many years on
its committees. She was active in the development of the Women's Resource Center, out of which evolved the Displaced Homemakers
Organization. In the 1960's, Mabel organized and became the director of the first Family Planning Program in Maine that offered birth control
services. Mabel further extended her philosophy of education and choice when hiring the women who became outreach workers and family
planning counselors. With the belief that life experience is qualification enough to teach other women about their sexuality and about birth
control options, she hired women whose experiences often reflected the lives of the women they served. Some of them still work for Family
Planning - all of them say that Mabel enriched their lives. In the 70's, she helped establish the Maine Family Planning Association and was its
first president. She continued to serve on the board of directors and was an active member for many years. In 1984, Mabel generously lent her
name and support to Mabel Wadsworth Women's Health Center and became a founding mother of the private, non-profit, feminist health
center located in Bangor. Inspired by Mabel's belief in women's empowerment through knowledge and advocacy, Mabel Wadsworth
Women's Health Center works to carry out Mabel's vision of reproductive choice and control for all women. Mabel and her achievements
were recognized in the late 1980's when she was presented with the Mary Ann Hartman Award by the University of Maine. In 1989, Mabel
was one of the first inductees into the Maine Women's Hall of Fame. Mabel also served on the board of directors of Legal Services for the
Elderly and raised funds for the Bangor Symphony, Spruce Run and United Way, and served in an advisory capacity for the Eastern Area
Agency on Aging. In May of 1993, in one of her proudest moments, Mabel received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from the
University of Maine. She continued to be active in the life of Mabel Wadsworth Women's Health Center, acting as standard-bearer and
mentor and serving on the steering committee of its Communities United for Reproductive Safety Project. Mabel fostered intergenerational
relationships, both in her own personal life and in the organizations she supported. She understood the importance of "passing the torch" to
younger women and stressed that leadership development is paramount to continuing her work on behalf of women everywhere. Her
independence, her outspokenness and opinions about the state of the world, her constant search for new knowledge and her stubbornness
made her a wonderful role model. Mabel's contributions to the people of Maine were extensive. Her positive impact is widespread and
lasting. Because of her work and convictions, the lives of thousands of Maine women have been changed for the better and her own life was
an inspiration to other women who seek to change the world. Mabel was predeceased in 1980 by her husband, Richard C. Wadsworth M.D.;
her brothers, Harrison and Willard Sine; and by her sister, Betty Guyer. She is survived by her sisters, Dorthea Harris and Edna Stockton;
daughters, Rachel and her husband, Gregory Pooler, of Bangor, Janet and her husband, Andrew Pease, of Brooklin and Martha and her friend,
Bill Heaney, of Hiram; grandchildren are Jane Irish and Richard Pooler of Bangor, Jennifer Pooler of Eddington, Rebecca Pease of Sedgwick,
Kathryn Wood of Blue Hill; great-grandchildren are Gregory and Amanda Irish of Georgia and Emily Wadsworth Wood of Blue Hill. She is
also survived by many nieces, nephews, great-grand and great-great-grand nieces and nephews. She will be deeply missed by her many
friends, especially Sharon E. Barker and Ruth L. Lockhart. The family is thankful to Paula and "her gang" for their extraordinary support and
to New Hope Hospice. Those who wish to remember Mabel in a special way may make gifts in her memory to Mabel Wadsworth Women's
Health Center, P.O. Box 918, Bangor, ME 04402 or to New Hope Hospice, P.O. Box 757, Holden, ME 04429.

The Three Rivers Community Alliance is a not-for-profit organization run entirely by volunteers from the communities it represents. TRC is
not part of Kiwanis, but is its own organization. For more information, or to volunteer, contact Seth Barden at info@trcmaine.org, or

943-2425.
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