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WE BELIEVE IN MAINE STUDENTS

Shannon Bishop, Job Specialist Penquis Valley High School Jobs for Maine’s Graduates shishop@jmg.org

Ja 13 Penquis Valley JMG in the Community
Edition Penquis JMG juniors and seniors visited Mars Machines and Eastern Maine Shooting
In This Issue: Supplies both this school year and last year to compile information on the businesses
: housed there. Owner Ron Desmarais provided product samples, tours, and employment

skills tips to our students. In exchange, students used this newly gained knowledge to
create a poster for Mr. Desmarais, which is now on display at the facility. Pictured
below from left to right are: Greg Hathorn, Kenny Pennington, Ron Desmarais, lan
Perkins, Cevonte Johnson, & Gary Kargakos.

Want more JMG

news?

Join our monthly
e-newsletter by going to

http://www.jmg.org/news- JMG was asked for the first time this year to coordinate the annual Veterans Day

events/newsletters/ Ceremony. This school-wide assembly, open to our entire community, featured nine
_ _ JMG students as color guards, Career Association members as narrators and singers,
a”‘ééyp'”g_ VO;]” %‘ma” and slide shows compiled exclusively by our students. The feedback was extremely
address in the box. positive, and the planning and execution of such as large-scale event was excellent work

experience for our JMG students.

Alumnus Spotllght Emlly Tibbetts

Like many of the students JMG has served, 1999 Deering MG alumnus Emily Tibbetts says she struggled with

the traditional classroom setup, but JMC tyle..
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since!” she says. She is currently the HR/Accounting director at Pack Edge.

Pictured at left are Emily Tibbetts and her husband, Matt.




A Winter Wonderland in Biddeford

The Biddeford Elementary School gymnasium was the place to be for 1st graders December 19, as students from Dave
Pasquarello and Jenelle Harris” JMG classes at Biddeford High School transformed the large space into a wonderland of fun.

About 200 first graders had a blast hopping from one activity to another —all run by IMG students They made ornaments did

freeze dancing, and played present ball (like basketball). They were treated to face
painting and wrote letters to Santa Claus. They even made ‘snow angels.’

With holiday music playing in the background, the gym was decked out with wrapped [~
presents and a Christmas tree as the focal point, and a visit from jolly old Saint Nick
himself added to the festive mood of the event. It was hard to tell which group was
having more fun — the little kids or the JMG students running the event.

Each child who attended the Winter Carnival received a t-shirt courtesy of the event
sponsors, an impressive list of area businesses. The JMG students started actively -
seeking sponsorships for the event in September. They were also able to get a donation Kids display their panted faces and
of pizza from Papa John’s to feed all of the children at the end of the carnival. hands at the carnival.

The Winter Carnival has been a Biddeford JMG tradition since 2006. In 2011 the venue moved from the high school to the
elementary school for logistical, financial and safety reasons. It is truly a program-wide effort, as all Biddeford JMG students
help in some way — from two weeks of classroom prep for the event, fundraising, building, decorating and setting up the night
before, and then actually running the stations and leading groups at the carnival.

Senior Christine Judd said that the best part for her was “knowing that we made

over 200 first graders who may not get a lot or anything at all for Christmas smile
= and have fun.” She continued, “One of the first graders looked at me and said,
= “‘Santa never comes to my house, but here, I’m having the best Christmas ever.

“The first graders were having fun they will remember throughout their lives, but
the high schoolers were having more,” said senior Moise Marcial.

The first graders wrote letters of thanks and drew pictures for the JMG students.
First grader Cadence wrote, “Dear JMG, Thank you for the best time of my life. |
liked the face painting.”

A boy makes a jump shot at the It seems a good time was had by all, and the Winter Carnival was just the thing to
‘present ball” station. get everyone into the holiday spirit.

Thank you to the following businesses for helping to make this event possible: Sterling Rope; Northeast Transmission; Saco &
Biddeford Savings Institution; Portland Junior Pirates; Mulligan's Bar & Grill; Pizza by Alex; Atlantic Comfort Systems;
Boston Connection; Sally's Gamesters; PeoplesChoice Credit Union; Garnsey Bros. Insurance; and Papa John's Pizza.

Snowflak

In the wake of the San
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Elementary School, and it called for teachers a
be hung in the former Chalk Hill Middle School to create a welcoming, winter wonderland—
like feel for when the students returned to classes.

JMG programs across the state participated in the snowflake project, and some of them got their entire schools involved. Other
projects to help the survivors of Sandy Hook included students in Lewiston making cards, while students at Morse High School
wrote letters to the survivors and the first responders. IMG students at Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield made green and
white (their school colors) ribbons and brac ody to wear during a campus-wide
moment of silence and remem
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